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Some wild mushrooms contain poisons that can cause illness,

with symptoms ranging from mild to deadly. The poisons are not

likely to be destroyed by washing, cooking, freezing, or canning.

Many poisonous wild mushrooms are almost impossible to tell

apart from those that aren’t poisonous, and many cases of poisoning

have happened in people who were using field guides and had a lot

of experience, and were “sure” they had picked the right kind of

mushroom. Likewise, folklore is not a reliable way to avoid

poisonous mushrooms.




Some of the deadliest wild mushrooms don't cause obvious
symptoms for hours or even days or weeks after they're eaten, and,
by the time symptoms appear, it's likely that liver or kidney
damage has already occurred. These kinds of cases often start out
with symptoms that go away after a few hours and seem to be gone
for 3 to 5 days, making the person think that he or she is better —

but then much worse symptoms appear, often leading to death.
The best way to keep from getting sick from wild mushrooms
is not to eat them. Some can make you sick even from eating a
sauce that contains them, even if you don't eat the mushrooms
themselves. It's much safer to get mushrooms from grocery stores
that sell the products grown on professional mushroom farms.
(Bad bug book, Food and Drug Administration 2013)
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Contrary to popular belief, horses and cattle can see color.
Horses can discriminate different colors from gray and may have
problems discriminating green. Research indicates that cattle,
sheep, and goats are dichromats with eyes that are most sensitive
to yellow-green (553-555 nm) and blue-purple light (444-455 nm).
This means that grazing animals may have a partial color blindness
similar to a human dichromat. They do not have black and white
total color blindness. Dichromatic vision may provide better vision
at night and the animal more sensitive to seeing motion. Possibly,
dichromatic vision partially explains why horses, cattle, and other
grazing animals are easily spooked and frightened by sudden
movements and high contrasts such as shadows. This explains why
animals will often refuse to walk over objects that have high
contrast such as a sparkling reflection in a puddle, drain gates, or a
shadow or bright spot of sunlight in the floor. All grazing animals
have wide-angle vision because their eyes are located on the sides
of their head. Wide-angle vision enables grazing animals to see all
around themselves and to see predators while they are grazing.
Their visual field is over three hundred degrees. There is a small
blind spot immediately behind the animal's rear. If a person
suddenly walks into a horses’ blind spot, he or she may be kicked.
Horses defend themselves from predators by running and kicking.

When a person walks behind a horse, he or she should talk to it so




that it knows that the person is there and it is safe. If a horse is
suddenly startled by a person walking up behind it, it may kick.

Ruminants have depth perception. Cattle will often stop and
put their heads down to see depth. All animals are sensitive to
rapid movement. It makes prey species such as grazing animals
run away, and it often induces a predatory animal such as a dog to
chase. Even people are sensitive to rapid movement. This is why
used car dealers put flags up to attract attention. During handling,
rapid movements are more likely to frighten grazing animals than
slower, more deliberate movements. Animals with the most
excitable and nervous temperaments are most likely to become
fearful of a rapid movement such as arm waving. Nervous animals
are more aware of small changes in their environment.

Hi# © Temple Grandin, “Principles for Handling Grazing Animals,”
in G.John Benson and Bernard E.Rollin eds. The Well-
Being of Farm Animals: Challenges and Solutions, Oxford:
Blackwell Publishing, 2004, 119-143.
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