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The loss of a companion animal is recognised as being
associated with experiences of grief by the owner, but it is unclear
how other animals in the household may be affected by such a loss.
Our aim was to investigate companion animals’ behavioural
responses to the loss of a companion through owner-report. A total
of 279 viable surveys were returned pertaining to 159 dogs and 152
cats. The two most common classes of behavioural changes
reported for both dogs and cats were affectionate behaviours (74%
of dogs and 78% of cats) and territorial behaviours (60% of dogs and
63% of cats). Both dogs and cats were reported to demand more
attention from their owners and/or display affiliative behaviour, as
well as spend time seeking out the deceased’s favourite spot. Dogs
were reported to reduce the volume (35%) and speed (31%) of food
consumption and increase the amount of time spent sleeping (34%).
Cats were reported to increase the frequency (43%) and volume
(32%) of vocalisations following the death of a companion. The
median duration of reported behavioural changes in both species
was less than 6 months. There was consensus that the behaviour of
companion animals changed in response to the loss of an animal
companion. These behavioural changes suggest the loss had an

impact on the remaining animal.

Hi L 5 Animals (Basel). 2016 Nov; 6(11): 68. Owners’ Perceptions of
Their Animal's Behavioural Response to the Loss of an

Animal Companion.
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Broadly, species of arthropods infesting livestock are grouped
into flies (biting and non-biting), fleas, lice (biting and sucking), ticks
(soft and hard), and mites (burrowing, non-burrowing, and
follicular). Among which, biting and non-biting flies and ticks are
the potent vectors for many bacterial, viral, rickettsial, and
protozoan diseases. Vectors of livestock are having economic
significance on three points (1) direct losses from their bite and
annoyance, worries, and psychological disturbances produced
during the act of biting and feeding, (2) diseases they transmit, and
(3) expenditure incurred for their control. Flies such as Culicoides
spp. and Musca spp. and various species of hard ticks play
Important role in disease transmission in addition to their direct
effects. For control of vectors, recent concept of integrated pest
management (IPM) provides the best solution and also addresses
the problems related to acaricide resistance and environmental
protection from hazardous chemicals.

Hi#TT : Narladkar BW. Veterinary World 2018.
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