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For nearly a century, Japanese immigrants have lived in an apartment in East
Hollywood. At the house’s high point, about 30 men left each day for their jobs,
returning for meals during which they could talk in their native language. Now, only
seven are left, renting small rooms furnished with a single bed and desk as they worry
about their future under a new owner in a gentrifying neighborhood.

This month, the Los Angeles City Council designated the house at 564 N. Virgil
Avenue a historic-cultural monument, which would put off, but not eliminate, the
possibility of destruction. The owner is renovating the house. He says he has offered
rooms to the renters in a neighboring building for the $400 to $500 a month they are
paying. But the men, mostly elderly bachelors with no children, still fear being forced
to move out. They would have a hard time finding the deal they have now as longtime
renters with rent control.

The two-story house with cream-colored paint has a front porch and a rectangular
face that would not look out of place in an old Western. With 23 rooms and a handful of
renters, much of it is empty. It is the last Japanese apartment still operating in the city.
Four other former apartments still stand but are no longer occupied by Japanese
immigrants. Developer Matt Mehdizadeh bought the Virgil Avenue apartment in
February 2021. The house was advertised as “a great development opportunity for
buyers looking to capture strong rents in a highly increasing demand area.”
Mehdizadeh has removed most of the historic windows as part of a renovation that will
allow him to rent each room for about $800 a month. This will create more affordable
housing in a gentrifying neighborhood, he said. He characterized his offer to provide
rooms to the longtime renters in a renovated building next door, for the rent they pay

now, as generous. “No landlord in the history of L.A. offered to move renters ... into a
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brand-new unit without increasing their rent whatsoever, so who's the good guy here,
who's the bad guy, I don't know,” he said.

The renters, however, are skeptical about the offer. The men didn't come to
California with much. All these decades later, they still don't have much. Many are
retired and live off pensions. “What is his intention for this place?” asks James Niimi,
who has lived in the house since the early 1980s and finds it hard to trust Mehdizadeh.
Born in Hawaii, Niimi is one of the only renters who speaks fluent English. He came to
the mainland in 1957 after graduating from high school, making a living doing odd jobs
like selling magazine subscriptions, sending out junk mail, and cutting meat. When
Niimi first moved in, he paid $90 a month. Now his rent is about $400. “Mehdizadeh
offered a lot of people money. I told him: “You have to talk to my lawyer.' I don’t want to
end up with a bad deal,” said Niimi, 83.

In the 1910s and 1920s, East Hollywood was a center of Japanese life. Sukesaka and
Tsuya Ozawa owned a farm stand and lived on Virgil. In 1924, they built the apartment
next to their home. The Ozawas cooked three meals a day for the whole house. They
organized community festivals and made the renters, many of whom had no family in the
U.S., feel at home.

The apartment also served as an employment agency, since discrimination
prevented many Japanese from getting jobs on their own. During World War II, the
Ozawas were among the 100,000 Japanese people forced into incarceration camps by the
U.S. government. After two years in Wyoming, the Ozawas returned to Virgil Avenue.
They had entrusted their properties to a pastor, who paid the taxes for them. Unlike
many Japanese Americans, they could rebuild their old lives. In the years after the
war, the apartment was a reunification site and an anchor for the community. It was a
“testament to survival, working hard, and caring for each other,” Susan Ozawa,
Sukesaka and Tsuya's great-granddaughter, said.

After the family sold the building in 1980, Japanese men continued to live there.

For a while, the owners were Japanese American. Now, the days when the landlord




put hot meals on the table are long past. Most other Japanese have long ago left East
Hollywood. Even in Little Tokyo, there are fewer immigrants whose first language is
Japanese. This winter, the renters were left without heat. They kept warm with
blankets and jackets brought by the L.A. Tenants Union. Last month, the stove broke
down, and community members brought food for them. Mehdizadeh said he fixed the
heat soon after he was informed of the problem and is planning to replace the stove.
Meanwhile, the application for historic-cultural designation wound its way through city
agencies.

The designation's approval by the City Council allows officials to delay demolition for
up to a year while looking for ways to preserve the building, amounting to a temporary
reprieve. Despite the grueling, precarious lives they have led, the men say this country
has treated them well. “Some people bad-mouth America, but it's a good country,” said
Sho Yoneha, who came to the U.S. from Okinawa 50 years ago. “When it comes to
community service, America is number one.”

Adapted from
Kuo, Chris et al “L.A.'s last Japanese boardinghouse is safe, for now.
Elderly tenants still worry”

Accessed on June 27, 2022 LA Times

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-06-27/japanese-boardinghouse-

elderly-tenants

L.A’s last Japanese boardinghouse is safe, for now. Elderly tenants still worry
Los Angeles Times Communications LLC

1. About thirty men lived in the apartment
A, for nearly a century
B. in the 1970s
C. when it was busiest
D

. when the Ozawas sold it
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. The apartment was designated a historic-cultural monument, which means
A. it will not be immediately destroyed

B. the renters will have to move

C. the owner will get extra money from the city

D. it is too old

. The Virgil Avenue apartment was advertised to buyers as
A. a building that should be saved

B. a good location for a new building

C. a chance to lose renters

D. the best opportunity they could find

. Developer Matt Mehdizadeh says that the $800 price for each renovated room
more expensive than the current price
cheap compared to other apartments in L.A.

expensive because he is a bad guy

O o m| B

generous because he is a good guy

. James Niimi says he is worried about

A. finding a new apartment in a different city
B. paying for rent at his current apartment
C. Mehdizadeh giving him a new apartment
D

. Mehdizadeh doing something to trick him
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. Most of the men who currently live in the apartment

A. were all born in Japan
B. do not speak fluent English
C. are not married

D. cannot work anymore

. In the 1920s, the apartment

A. helped Japanese people find work
B. held Japanese festivals

C. gave renters hot food
D

. did all the above activities

. After World War 11, the apartment became a symbol of

A. reunion

B. discrimination
C. testament
D

. anchor

. What is the current situation in the apartment?

A. The stove has not been replaced.

B. The owner serves hot meals.

C. The L.A. Tenants Union has not helped.
D

. Many new Japanese renters are living there.



10. What is the most appropriate summary of this article?

=

A. East Hollywood is a bad place to live and Japanese renters should avoid it.

B. This apartment has a rich history for the Japanese community and some people
want to preserve it.

C. Matt Mehdizadeh will keep his promises to renters because he is an honest man.

D. These renters should move somewhere else because their apartment is too old

for them.
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11. Do you (A. intent B. intend C. intention intended) to become a

doctor?

12. Twas (A. embarrassed B. embarrass C. embarrassing

D. embarrassment) when the professor asked my age.

13. Dr. Harrison had some experience in teaching; (A. because

B. for example C. therefore D. moreover), she was hired.

14. Let’s take a train at 3:15 (A. unless B. when C. if D. neither) you

prefer to go by bus.

15. Mila is originally from Canada, but she's lived in London (A. in B. since

C. on D. for) many years.

16. My father used to tell me time (A. is B. are C. was D. were)

money.
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17. These roses were much (A. more pretty B. the prettiest
C. more beautiful D. beautiful) when I saw them on Friday.

18. Please (A. make B. turn C. go D. move) a left as vou enter the
main entrance.

19. Parker could not remember the name of the restaurant (A. which B. where
C. what D. when) he had had dinner with his mother the previous vear.

20. It was not (A. abundant B. annoyed C. accurate D. appropriate)
to wear a T-shirt and jeans to the graduation ceremony.
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